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Minutes of the 
Franklin Regional Retirement Advisory Council Meeting 

 
 

Wednesday, November 7, 2012 
at the Franklin County Technical School - Apprentice Restaurant 

82 Industrial Boulevard, Turners Falls, Massachusetts 
 

 

Chairman Herbert Sanderson called the meeting to order at 12:26 pm.    
 

Members present were: 
Sunderland Treasurer – Herbert Sanderson, Chair, Advisory Council 
Deerfield Treasurer – Mary Stokarski, Vice Chair, Advisory Council 
Buckland Treasurer – Linda Marcotte 
Colrain Treasurer – Leah Coburn 
Erving Treasurer – Margaret Sullivan 
Franklin County Housing Treasurer – Robin Sherman 
Gill Treasurer – Veronica LaChance 

 New Salem/Wendell Union School District Assistant Treasurer – Kate Woodward 
 Pioneer Regional School – Deb Mero 
 South Deerfield Fire District Treasurer – Mary Scoville 
 South Deerfield Water District Treasurer – Eunice Apanell 

Shelburne Treasurer – Robert Taylor 
 Warwick Treasurer – Beth Gilgun 
  
Also present were: 

Linda Gross – FRCOG, Assistant Finance Director  
Julie Wonka – Erving, Treasurer’s Human Resources and Payroll Assistant 
Ellen Miller – Rowe, Town Coordinator 
Marion Scott – Buckland, Assistant Treasurer 

  
Retirement Board present: 
 Sandra Hanks First member, Chair, Treasurer, Appointed by Board 

Herbert Sanderson Second Member Appointed by Advisory Council 
 Mary Stokarski Third Member Elected by membership 
 David Gendron Fourth Member Elected by membership 
 Paul Mokrezecki Fifth Member Appointed by Board 
  
Retirement staff present: 
 Dale Kowacki Executive Director; Secretary, Advisory Council 
 Susan Bobe  Assistant Director 
 Deborah Frentzos Member Services Accountant 
 Patty Leveille  Administrative Assistant 
 

Minutes Accepted 
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On a motion by Veronica LaChance and second by Linda Marcotte, the Council 
voted to accept the minutes of the April 18, 2012 meeting. 
 

Election of a Council Member to the Franklin Regional Retirement Board 

Herbert Sanderson turned the chair over to Dale Kowacki for the election process.  
This position will serve a term of three years.  Nominations were requested from the 
floor.   
 
Veronica LaChance nominated incumbent HERBERT SANDERSON, seconded by 
Margaret Sullivan. 
 
Margaret Sullivan moved to close the nominations, seconded by Veronica 
LaChance, and unanimously approved by attending treasurers. 
 
Mary Stokarski, Vice Chair, Advisory Council, cast a ballot for the only nominated 
candidate. 
 

2013 Budget 
The budget for 2013, as voted by the board, was presented to the council and 
discussed. (Copy attached) 

 
On a motion by Margaret Sullivan and a second by Veronica LaChance, the Council 
certified the 2013 budget.  

 
Supplemental Pension Allowance to Surviving Spouses of Disabled Employees 

On a motion by Margaret Sullivan and second by Linda Marcotte, the Council voted 
to pass-over the Retirement Board’s October 31, 2012 acceptance of the provisions 
of Sections 63, 64 and 65 of Chapter 139 of the Acts of 2012 providing for an 
increase in allowance, to $12,000 annually to the surviving spouse of an accidental 
or ordinary disability retiree, if the retirement date was prior to November 7, 1996. 

 
Discussion of increase in years of salary reports required when calculating 
retirement.   

Executive Director Dale Kowacki explained the need for an increase in the number 
of years’ payroll records as a result of the Anti-Spiking Provisions of Chapter 176 of 
the Acts of 2011, Sections 14 and 18. 

 
Adjournment 

On a motion by Veronica LaChance and second by Linda Marcotte, the Council 
voted to adjourn the meeting at 1:09 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Accepted at the July 17, 2013 Advisory Council Meeting 
 
Dale Kowacki 
Advisory Council Secretary  
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