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Minutes of the 
Franklin Regional Retirement Advisory Council Meeting 

 
 

Thursday, September 13, 2011 
at the Retirement Office, Suite 311 

278 Main Street, Greenfield, Massachusetts 
 

 

Chairman Herbert Sanderson called the meeting to order at 4:08 pm.    
 

Members present were: 
Sunderland Treasurer – Herbert Sanderson, Chair, Advisory Council 
Deerfield Treasurer – Mary Stokarski, Vice Chair, Advisory Council 
Bernardston Treasurer – Chris Roberts 
Colrain Treasurer – Leah Coburn 
Erving Treasurer – Margaret Sullivan 
Franklin County Housing Treasurer – Denise LeDuc 

 Franklin County Council of Governments Director of Finance – Pat Auchard 
Gill Treasurer – Veronica LaChance 
Leverett Treasurer – DeeAnn Civello 
Leyden, and Shelburne Treasurer – Robert Taylor 
Mahar, New Salem, and Shutesbury Treasurer – Gabrielle Voelker 

 New Salem/Wendell Union School District Assistant Treasurer – Kate Woodward 
South Deerfield Fire District Treasurer – Mary Scoville 

  
Also present were: 

FRCOG Fiscal Manager – Linda Gross 
Pioneer School District Payroll Administrator – Sues’anne Jason 

 
Retirement Board present: 
 Herbert Sanderson Second Member Appointed by Advisory Council 
 Mary Stokarski Third Member Elected by membership 
  
Retirement staff present: 
 Dale Kowacki Executive Director; Secretary, Advisory Council 
 Susan Bobe  Assistant Director 
 Deborah Frentzos Member Services Accountant 
 

Minutes Accepted 
On a motion by Veronica LaChance and second by Denise LeDuc, the Council 
voted to accept the minutes of the November 4, 2010 meeting. 

 
Supplemental Pension Allowance to Surviving Spouses of Disabled Employees 

On a motion by Veronica LaChance and second by Denise LeDuc, the Council 
voted to approve the Retirement Board’s January 26, 2011 acceptance of the 
provisions of Sections 27 and 28 of Chapter 131 of the Acts of 2010 providing for an 
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increase in allowance, from $6,000 annually, to $9,000 annually to the surviving 
spouse of an accidental or ordinary disability retiree, if the retirement date was prior 
to November 7, 1996. 

 
Review of election procedures for the “Third Member” of the Retirement Board  

The upcoming election procedures and schedule were discussed for the upcoming 
election of a “Third Member”.  Mary Stokarski, the incumbent intends to return 
nomination papers.  If there is only one candidate, they will be declared “elected”, 
and there will be no need to continue the election process.  If there were more than 
one candidate, the Advisory Council would need to review and approve the 
nominations, and then six weeks later, reconvene to count ballots.  Herbert 
Sanderson, Veronica LaChance, Linda Gross, Denise LeDuc, Patricia Auchard, and 
Robert Taylor volunteered to serve in both instances.  Below is the Election 
Timeline that was presented: 
 

 
 
Guidelines on Regular Compensation 

Staff of the retirement office presented an updated set of guidelines for determining 
regular compensation, from which the council discussed various scenarios and 
added one item, Summer School Pay, to the guidelines.  See the guidelines below. 
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Membership start and end dates 

Dale Kowacki, Executive Director of the retirement system, explained the effect of 
various start and end dates on a member’s creditable service record, the simplest of 
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examples being the lost two days for a weekend when they end one job on a Friday, 
and begin a new job (in a different retirement system) an the following Monday.  A 
copy of Dale’s handout is below. 
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Adjournment 
On a motion by Veronica LaChance and second by Denise LeDuc, the Council 
voted to adjourn the meeting at 4:56 pm. 

 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Dale Kowacki 
Advisory Council Secretary  
 
These minutes were approved at the  November 3, 2011 meeting. 


