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FRANKLIN REGIONAL RETIREMENT SYSTEM 
REGULAR BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 28, 2026 
 

A meeting of the Franklin Regional Retirement Board, duly posted to be held via 
remote participation on the above date, was called to order at 8:31 AM by Board 
Chair Sandra Hanks, also present were Co-Chair Paul Mokrzecki with Board 
Members, Paula Light, and Gabriele Voelker. Present in the Board office located at 
101 Munson Street, Suite 108, Greenfield MA were Member Services Accountant 
Rebecca Bannasch; and Executive Director Kristine Mathis; and Assistant Director 
Ashley Manley.  Data Maintenance Clerk Patricia Hume joined via Zoom, as well 
as Member Services Accountant Diane Wright. 
 
 
Angel Bragdon joined the meeting at 9:43 AM 
 
 
Review and Acceptance of Meeting Minutes 
On a motion made by Gabriel Voelker and seconded by Paula Light, the Board voted 
to approve the following December 17, 2025, minutes. All ayes 

o December 17, 2025, regular minutes  
 
 

o December 30, 2025, special minutes (approval will be held in Executive 
Session) 

 
 
Payroll, Refunds, Transfers and Bills Warrants 
A motion was made by Paul Mokrzecki to approve the following warrant totals. Paula 
Light seconded the motion.  All ayes 
 
     Retirees                                          $1,353,890.70 
     Refunds                                                  $58,729.11 
     Transfers                                                                $88,252.93 
     Invoices                                             2025             $70,164.74 
                                                               2026            $456,082.50 
     For a total                                                           $2,027,119.98 
 
 
Cash Transfer between Investments and Bank 
On a motion made by Gabriele Voelker and seconded by Paula Light, the Board 
voted unanimously to transfer $1,400,000.00 from PRIT Core Fund, to cover 
February’s warrants.  
 
 
Visitors   
Board Legal Counsel, Attorney Michael Sacco, Attorney Marnie Clough, Joseph 
Purinton. 

2331 



 Page 2 of 5 

   Regular Board Meeting Minutes Wednesday, January 28, 2026 

 

 
Membership (new members, new positions, additional positions 

A motion was made by Paula Light and seconded by Gabriele Voelker to accept 
the following new members, new positions, and additional positions.  All ayes 
 

New Memberships Hire Date CS % 
New 
% 

Unit Position 

Blanchette, Stephanie 12/3/2025 90%   STB Paraprofessional 

Clark, Justin 11/25/2025 100%   ASH Laborer 

Dupell, Phillip 10/14/2025 100%   OGE Secondary Water Operator 

Ethier, Emily 12/10/2025 100%   NTD Paramedic 

Francesconi, Mia 12/8/2025 100%   HTH Town Coordinator 

Hammond, Bridget 12/1/2025 100%   PNR Admin Assistant 

Himes, Tony 11/5/2025 100%   OGE Water Operator II 

Jones, Cody 1/1/2026 50%   SWD Water Distribution Operator 

Killay, Colin 12/8/2025 100%   NEW Highway Superintendent 

Pansa, Nathan 9/2/2025 50%   NSW Paraprofessional 

Pollard, Emily 12/1/2025 50%   ERV Administrative Assistant 

Porter, Sage 12/10/2025 100%   MOH Paraprofessional 

Sanchez, Alexis 11/17/2025 100%   DER Instructional Assistant 

St. Germain, Collin 12/10/2025 100%   OGE Firefighter/EMT 

Stetson, Brandi 12/1/2025 100%   DER Instructional Assistant 

Trudeau, Elizabeth 12/10/2025 100%   NTD EMT B 

            

New Positions           

Wheeler, Lee 12/15/2025 100%   COL Highway Foreman 

            

Additional Positions           

Cormier, Kristen 8/18/2025 100%   OGE HR Director 

Pollard, Emily 12/2/2025 50% 100% ERV Financial Services Clerk 

Shaw, Jennifer 8/25/2025 100%   MOH Café Longevity Stipend 

Waldsmith, Ingeborg 11/1/2025 100%   MOH Stipend, Treasurer Certificate 

 
1. Joseph Purinton: Vote to send disability retirement to PERAC for Medical 

Review Panel. 
a. Will include an Executive Session to gather any additional 

information from retiree and his counsel as well as to discuss legal 
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strategy regarding Joseph Purinton’s application for accidental disability 
retirement. The Board will enter executive session pursuant to M.G.L. c. 
30A, s. 21(a)(3) to discuss litigation strategy. 
 

FRANKLIN REGIONAL RETIREMENT SYSTEM 

BOARD MEETING 

EXECUTIVE OPEN SESSION 

Wednesday, January 28, 2026 

 

Viewing by the public of these minutes is prohibited until released by vote of the Board of 

this retirement system.  

 

The Board convened in open session at 8:37 a.m.  

 

Present: Board Chair, Sandra Hanks, Board Vice Chair Paul Mokrzecki, Gabriele Voelker, 

Paula Light, and Board Counsel Michael Sacco, Esquire, was also present.  Also present were 

Joseph Purinton and his attorney, Marnie Clough. 

 

The Board moved to go into executive session pursuant to M.G.L. c. 30A, § 21(a)(3) to 

discuss litigation strategy regarding Joseph Purinton’s application for accidental disability 

retirement, and to reconvene in open session. 

 

The Board voted by roll call vote: Chair Sandra Hanks--aye; Paul Mokrzecki--aye; and 

Gabriele Voelker--aye; Paula Light--aye. 

 

The Board entered executive session at 8:38 a.m. 

Vice Chair Paul Mokrzecki left the meeting at 9:43 AM 

 

A motion to come out of executive session was made at 9:43 a.m. and accepted by roll call 

vote. Sandra Hanks – aye; Paul Mokrzecki – aye; Gabriele Voelker – aye; Paula Light—aye. 

 
 
Angel Bragdon joined the open meeting at 9:43 AM 
 
 
Disability Retirement: 
 
Purinton, Joseph W. – Mr. Purinton submitted an application for an Accidental 
Disability Retirement. He is a 51-year-old Highway Superintendent/Highway 
Foreman for the Town of Charlemont. He has accrued 21 years, 3 months of 
creditable service. Mr. Purinton’s accident occurred on July 19, 2023, in which he 
injured his right leg when he was operating a CHD vehicle to lay down asphalt. 
Mr. Purinton also noted “left arm laceration, loss of motion and strength, broken 
left femur w/rod installed, arthritis of hands and shoulders” in his Application’s 
“Other Conditions” section. Mr. Purinton last worked on October 27, 2023. He 
received full worker’s compensation benefits from July 20, 1993 – September 14, 
2023. He continued to receive pay through February 5, 2024, and has been on a 
leave of absence without pay since February 6, 2024.  
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A motion was made by Gabriel Voelker to accept the Liability for Buybacks and 
Makeups. Paula Light seconded the motion. All ayes 
Accept Liability for Buybacks and Makeups Through Other Systems: 
 
Dunn, Kathleen – The Greenfield Retirement Board has asked FRRS to accept 
creditable service liability if their current member, Kathleen Dunn, re-deposits a 
refund taken from this system. The refund, approved by the Board effective as of 
02/28/2006, was for deductions of $1,597.84. Mrs. Dunn worked as a Music 
Director for the Mohawk Regional School District from 09/05/1991 to 03/24/2005. 
Total service FRRS will accept is 1 year, 10 months. 
 
 

New Retirees:  None 
 
 
Deaths:  
 
Parsons, Charlotte – Option C retiree since 1/7/2012.  Ms. Parsons worked as a cook 
for the school department for the Town of Orange, accruing 20 years, 5 months of 
creditable service. DOD was 12/18/2025 at the age of 75.  Her husband, Dennis 
Parsons, is her Option C beneficiary.  
 

Scott, Barbara – Option B Retiree since 2/28/1993, Ms. Scott was the Tax Collector 
for the Town of Buckland, accruing 21 years, 4 months of creditable service.  DOD 
was 12/19/2025 at the age of 94.  No annuity balance remains. 

 

Sherburne, Therese – Option B retiree since 3/1/2003, Ms. Sherburne was a school 
nurse in the Mohawk Regional School District, accruing 11 years, 4 months of 
creditable service.  DOD was 1/3/2026 at the age of 87.  No annuity balance remains. 

Belder, Ronald J – Option B retiree since 11/3/2017.  Mr. Belder was a Highway 
Forman for the Town of Whately accruing 31 years, 10 months of creditable service.  
DOD was 1/13/2026 at the age of 74.  His brother, Brian E. Belder will be receiving 
the balance in his annuity account. 
 
 

2.  Approval of Executive Session minutes from December 30, 2025 
These minutes were voted on during the Private Executive Session. 
 
 

3.  Review of 2025 Private Executive Session minutes 
These minutes will not be made public, as both meetings meet the criteria to 
never be made public. 
 
 

4.  Personnel Policy updates 
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A motion was made by Paula Light and seconded by Gabriele Voelker to accept 
the personnel policy updates for the timing of the reviews as written.  All ayes 
 
A second motion was made by Gabriele Voelker and seconded by Paula Light to 
accept the updates to the grievance policy portion.  All ayes 
 

5. Merit increase methodology 
A motion was made by Gabriele Voelker and seconded by Paula Light to review 
the topic at the next meeting.  All ayes 
 
 
New Business 
No new business 
 
 
Adjournment 
On a motion made by Paula Light and seconded by Angel Bragdon, the Board voted 
to adjourn the meeting at 10:00 AM.  All ayes 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
THESE MINUTES WERE APPROVED AT WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2026, 
REGULAR BOARD MEETING. 
 
________________________________ 
Patricia Hume, Data Maintenance Clerk 
 
________________________________ 
Sandra A. Hanks, Chair and Treasurer 
 
________________________________ 
Paul J. Mokrzecki, Vice Chair 
 
________________________________ 
Angel J. Bragdon, Council Member 
 
________________________ 
Gabriele H. Voelker, Board Member 
 
_______________________________ 
Paula Light, Board Member 
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